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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


TO  THE  CHAIKMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
BROMSGBOVE  HUKAI.  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  submitting  a rejiurt  on  the  health 
of  the  district  during  1948,  and  on  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department. 

The  population  showed  a further  increase  and  at  the  middle 
of  the  year  stood  at  26,880  ; in  view  of  our  nearness  to  Birming- 
ham and  the  Black  Country  the  tendency  to  rapid  increase 
will  continue  for  a long  time  yet  ; this  was  reflected  also  in 
the  problem  of  shack  development,  which  will  need  very  careful 
control  if  much  of  the  beauty  of  this  district  is  not  to  be 
spoiled. 

The  vital  statistics  give  every  ground  for  satisfaction  ; the 
Birth-rate  remains  well  above  the  pre-war  rate,  the  Death-rate 
was  well  below  both  the  pre-war  rate  and  the  rate  for  the  whole 
country,  while  the  Infant  Death-rate  reached  its  lowest  recorded 
figure  and  was  little  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  rate  for  the 
whole  country  ; all  this  showing  the  soundness  of  rural  life. 

There  was  no  significantly  high  incidence  of  any  particular 
disease  during  the  year.  The  effectiveness  of  diphtheria 
immunisation  was  shown  by  the  recording  of  no  cases  for  the 
second  year  in  succession  ; one  hopes  that  before  long  it  will 
be  possible  to  write  the  same  about  whooping  cough. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
register  increased,  and  this  is  now  our  biggest  public  health 
problem  and  one  which  we  must  make  every  effort  to  solve  ; 
its  extent  is  often  not  realised. 

Our  chief  sanitary  problem  was  housing,  and  I have  drawn 
attention  to  various  aspects  of  this  problem,  which  are  often 
not  appreciated. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  maintained  services  in 
the  district  of  a very  high  standard,  comparing  favourably 
with  urban  services,  which  is  no  mean  achievement  when  one 
considers  the  inherent  difficulties  of  rural  administration. 

Two  services  formerly  administered  by  the  Council  passed, 
in  consequence  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  to  the 
('ounty  Council ; those  being  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and 
the  provision  of  Isolation  Hosjutal  facilities  at  the  Joint  Isolation 
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Hospital.  Though  the  provision  of  isolation  hospital  acconi- 
niodation  may  have  seemed  expensive,  it  is  worth  whih* 
remembering  that  it  provided  not  only  hospital  accommodation 
but  part  of  the  Preventive  Services.  Owing  to  the  good  w(>rk 
carried  out  by  local  authorities  in  the  past,  the  need  for  isolation 
hospital  facilities  is  greatly  reduced  and  we  can  now  turn  our 
attention  to  the  task  of  effecting  a similar  reduction  in  otluu- 
types  of  illness. 

31r.  It.  F.  Robins  joined  the  staff  as  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  21st  June,  1948. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee, 
Mrs.  Hugh  Dixon,  and  the  members  of  the  Committee,  foi- 
their  interest  taken  in  the  work  of  the  Department  during  the 
year  and  the  support  they  gave  to  their  officers,  and  to 
congratulate  the  staff  of  the  Department  on  a sound  year’s 
work. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

NORMAN  EASTER,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE 

AREA. 

Area  in  acres  45,610. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population 

mid  1948 

— 26,880 

mid  1947 

— 25,230 

mid  1946 

— 24,640 

mid  1937 

— 19,620 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 

end  of  1948  - 

7,880 

end  of  1947 

— 7,798 

end  of  1946  - 

7,656 

end  of  1937  - 

- 6,645 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1948 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

....  £161,740. 

....  £639. 

Population  by  Parishes. 

1939  Census. 

Estimated 

1948. 

Alvechurch 

3236 

4150 

Belbroughton 

2676 

2650 

Bentley  Pauncefoot  .... 

344 

350 

Beoley 

770 

850 

Clent 

1943 

1950 

Cofton  Hackett 

3736 

4290 

Uodford- with -Grafton 

513 

550 

Frankley 

184 

250 

Hagley 

2233 

2550 

Hunnington  .. 

543 

520 

Romsley 

1070 

1050 

Stoke  Prior  . .. 

2130 

2300 

Tutnall  & Cobley 

697 

700 

Wythall  

4482 

4900 

TOTALS  

24,557 

27,060 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth-rate  (Births  per  1,000  population)  : — 

1948  1947  1946  1937  (1948  England  & Wales) 

18.16  19.26  19.9  14.1  17.9 


Live  Births. 


1 M. 

1 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

242 

220 

462  : 

Illegitimate  ... 

13 

13 

26  ! 

Total 

255 

233 

488 
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Births  by  Parishes. 

Number 

No.  Incl.  inward 

No.  of 

Regis- 

transfers at  Birth 

children 

tered. 

and  in  Ist  yr.  of  under  lyr.  per 

life.  {Giving  No.  of 

1000  Parish 

children  under  1 yr. 

Population . 

.Mvecluireh 

. 31 

74 

16.53 

Belbroughton 

8 

26 

9.67 

Bentley  Pauneefoot 

1 

10 

28.57 

Beoley 

4 

11 

12.79 

Olent 

7 

29 

14.57 

Oof  ton  Hackett 

. 42 

99 

22.37 

Dodford-with-Grafton  1 

1 

1.80 

Frankley 

9 

16 

8.64 

Hagley  

. 18 

64 

24.43 

Hunnington 

o 

9 

18.37 

Hoinsley 

2 

12 

10.53 

Stoke  Prior 

. 21 

42 

18.10 

Tutnall  & Cobley  ... 

6 

11 

15.71 

Wythall  

. 52 

135 

25.80 

204 

539 

Illegitimacy  Rate  (Total  live 

illegitimate  births  per 

1,000  total 

live  births)  : 

1948 

1947 

1946  1937 

53.3 

34.9 

53.6  32.0 

still-birth  Rate  (Still-births  per  1,000  total  Births)  : — 

1948  1947  1946  1937  (1948  England  & Wales) 

25.94  28.8  39.2  38.1  0.42 


A 

Still-Births. 

M.  ' 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate  .... 

3 

8 

11 

Illegitimate  .... 

2 

0 

2 

Total 

^ i 

8 

13 

Death-rate 

1948 

9.4 


(Deaths  per  1,000  population)  : — 

1947  1946  1937  (1948  England  & Wales) 

9.9  11.2  11.1  10.8 


Deaths. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

141 

112 

253 
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Deaths  by  Parishes. 


Alvechnrch 

43 

Belbroughton 

2.5 

Bentley  Panneefoot  .... 

4 

Beoley 

8 

('lent 

16 

Cofton  Haekett 

20 

I ) 0 d f 0 rd  - w i 1 1 1 - Gr  af  t on 

5 

Erankley 

4 

Hag-ley  

29 

Hunnington  ... 

8 

Bomsley 

10 

Stoke  Prior  .... 

23 

Tutnall  & Cobley 

7 

Wythall 

41 

Lbiallocated  .... 

10 

253 

Maternal  Mortality  (Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  total  births  ) : — 

1948  1947  1946  1937  (1948  England  & Wales) 

4.0  2.0  Xil.  Nil.  1.02 


Maternal  Deaths. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

1 

1 

Total 

2 j 

Infantile  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per 
1,000  related  live  births)  : — 

1948  1947  1946  1937  (1948  England  & Wales) 

Legitimate  24.6  34.9  31.7  29.7 

Illegitimate  Nil.  2.0  80.0  11.1 


24.6  37.3  43.3  32.4  34.0 


Infant  Deaths. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

9 

3 

12 

Illegitimate 

Total 

9 

3 

12 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

1948. 


. Oau.ses  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Mortality 
rate  per 
1,000  Pop. 

1.  'I’yphoid  and  paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  (’erebro-Spiiial  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

8.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whoopine;  Covigli  ... 

— : 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

().  Tubercrdosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

3 

0 

0.22 

7.  Other  foims  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

0.07 

<S.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

0.07 

9.  Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

0.07 

10.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11.  Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  polio- 
encephalitis 







12.  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity  and 
Oesophasgus  (M)  and  Uterus  (F) 

3 

2 

5 

0.19 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

2 

4 

0.15 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 



3 

3 

0.11 

10.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17 

10 

33 

1.32 

17.  Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

0.04 

18.  Intra-CTanial  Vascular  licsions 

17 

17 

34 

1.20 

19.  Heart  Disease 

35 

31 

00 

2.45 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  circulatory 
system 

5 

2 

7 

0.20 

21.  Bronchitis  ... 

« 

1 

7 

0.20 

22.  Pneumonia 

9 

2 

11 

0.41 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

9 

1 

7 

0.20 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

1 

1 

0.04 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

1 

0.04* 

20.  Appendicitis 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  

1 3 

3 

0 

0.22 

28.  Nephritis 

1 

7 

8 

0.32 

29.  Puerperal  A Post  Abortive  sepsis 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

30.  Other  mat em.al  causes 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

31.  Prematm'e  Birth 

3 

— 

3 

0.11 

32.  Congenital  Malfoimation,  Birth 

injmies  and  other  infant  diseases 

5 

3 

8 

0.32 

33.  Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

0.11 

34.  Road  Traffic  .Vccidents 

4 

1 

5 

0.19 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

4 

2 

0 

0.22 

30.  j\ll  other  Causes 

11 

7 

18 

0.07 

TOTALS  

141 

112 

i 253 

9.41 

* Rato  1)01'  1,000  births — 2.05. 
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The  Birth-rate  (18.16)  is  sliglitly  lower  than  the  ])revioiis 
year’s  rate,  but  is  still  well  above  the  pre-war  figure  and  is 
above  the  rate  for  the  whole  country  (17.9).  The  total  number 
of  live  births  is  488  compared  with  486  last  y(‘ar.  The 
Illegitimacy  Rate  (5.3.3)  is  rather  more  than  that  which  obtained 
for  the  previous  year. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  shows  a further  reduction  to  25.94,  which 
is  a welcome  fall. 

The  Death-rate  at  9.4  is  low,  showing  a fall  of  0.5  comjiared 
with  the  previous  year.  It  compares  very  favourably  with  the 
National  figure  of  10.8  and  would  indicate  that  the  Rromsgrove 
K’ural  District  is  a healthy  district  in  which  to  live. 

Maternal  Mortality.  There  were  two  maternal  deaths  during 
the  year  causing  a rise  of  two  per  1,000  population  in  the  rate. 
This  figure  is  too  small  to  be  of  any  significance. 

Infantile  Mortality.  The  infant  death-rate  at  24.6  is  remark- 
ably low.  It  is  more  than  10  per  1,000  less  than  that  for  the 
Avhole  country  and  shows  a very  substantial  fall  compared 
with  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  .37.5.  It  is  unlikely  that  any 
further  improvement  in  this  figure  will  be  recorded  for  many 
years,  as,  in  general,  the  main  causes  of  infant  death  are  now 
excluded  and  the  problem  of  tackling  the  more  varied  and 
obscure  forms  of  infant  death  must  engage  our  attention. 

In  all,  25  children  out  of  501  failed  to  reach  one  year  of  age. 

Deaths. 

The  major  causes  were  as  follows  (by  percentage)  : — 

1 . Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 

system  (including  a,poplexy)  ....  30.3%  of  all  deaths. 


Cancer  (all  forms) 

17.8% 

do. 

3. 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.) 

9.9% 

do. 

4. 

Violence 

5.5% 

do. 

5. 

Tviberculosis 

3.2% 

do. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  due  to  disease  of  the  Heart  and 
Circulatory  System  is  lower  than  that  obtained  during  the 
previous  year,  although  it  still  constitutes  the  major  cause. 

The  proportion  due  to  Cancer  is  somewhat  higher  and  in 
general  deaths  due  to  Cancer  do  seem  to  be  on  the  increase. 
This  can  probably  be  explained  by  three  factors  : — 

1 . Better  diagnosis  ; 

2.  As  Cancer  is  usually  a disease  affecting  people  is  the 

second  half  of  life,  and  as  more  people  reach  the  second 
half  of  life,  the  incidence  of  death  due  to  Cancer  can 
be  expected  to  increase  ; and 

3.  There  is  probably  an  actual  increase  in  the  incidence  of 

Cancer  for  which  there  is  no  obvious  explanation. 
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The  ])rop()rti()n  of  deatlis  due  to  Tuberculosis  shows  an 
increase  coin])ar(‘d  with  tlie  previous  year.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  dis(piietino-  features,  as  i)rior  to  the  war  deaths  due  to 
Tuberculosis  wen*  falling;  during  the  war  the  figures  rose,  and 
it  was  to  b(‘  expected  that  a return  to  peace  would  h'ad  to  a 
continuation  of  the  downward  trend.  This  does  not  ap])ear  to 
have  lu'cn  borne  out. 

The  ri'ason  for  this  cessation  in  the  n'duction  in  Tulxuculosis 
is  lu’obably  associated  firstly  with  the  ap^ialling  conditions  of 
overcrowding  in  which  many  ])eople  are  forced  to  liv{‘,  du(^  to 
the  lack  of  houses,  and,  secondly,  to  the  failure  of  the  hospital 
service  to  ])rovide  adequate*  accommodation  for  those  suffc'ring 
from  Tuberculosis.  Neither  of  these  unfortunate  circumstances 
showed  any  great  signs  of  imierovement  during  the  year,  and 
one  cannot  hel])  feeling  that  if  the  community  could  make  a 
little  more  effort  in  the  field  of  housing  and  the  ])rovision  of 
hospital  accommodation  in  r(*spect  of  Tuberculosis  patients,  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  could 
be  obtained. 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Services  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  County  Council,  as  Welfare  and  Education  Authority, 
l)rovides  the  majority  of  the  personal  health  services  for  the 
District.  These  Services  include  : — 


(a)  Child  Welfare.  The  following  is  a list  of  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  held  in  the  district : — 


Alvechurch 

Beoley 

Belbroughton 

Cofton  Hackett 

Clent 

Hagley 

Tardebigge 

West  Heath 

Wythall 


1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  in  month. 
3rd  Wednesday  in  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Monday  in  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  in  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Monday  in  month. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  in  month. 
1st  and  3rd  Thursday  in  month. 
Every  Friday. 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 


At  these  clinics,  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  are  seen  by 
doctors  and  health  visitors.  The  work  is  essentially  preventive 
and  the  children  are  examined  in  order  to  see  that  they  are 
making  satisfactory  progress.  The  mothers  are  given  advice 
on  the  care  of  children  and,  when  any  illness  or  defect  is  found, 
the  mother  is  advised  to  take  the  child  to  the  family  doctor 
for  treatment.  A great  deal  of  valuable  w'ork  in  improving 
the  health  of  children  is  carried  out  in  these  clinics  by  the 
medical  and  nursing  staff  and  the  voluntary  workers. 


(b)  Health  Visitors’  Service.  The  County  Council  provides 
a service  of  Health  Visitors  throughout  the  district.  They  are 
as  follows  : — 


Mrs.  Jones, 

Alvechurch. 

Clifford’s  Cottage, 

Cofton  Hackett. 

Beoley. 

Nurse  Watton, 

Belbroughton, 

“ St.  Just,” 

Clent. 

Church  Avenue, 

Clent. 

Nurse  Thornton, 

Mount  Hill  Cottages, 

Bentley. 

Hanbury. 

Miss  Sheppard, 

Beoley, 

100  Heathfield  Eoad, 

Tardebigge. 

Redditch. 

Mrs.  Bryan, 

Dodford, 

25  Windsor  Street, 

Fairfield. 

Bromsgrove. 
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Miss  A.  Lawson, 

8 Chesterwood  Road, 


West  Heath, 
Frankley. 


King’s  Heath, 
Birininghain  14. 


Nurse  Chadwick, 
Tlie  Ferns, 


Hagley. 


Bronisgrove  Road, 
Hagley. 


Nurse  Denny, 

3 Tenbury  Road, 


Wythall. 


King’s  Heath, 
Birininghain  14. 


Miss  Blaze, 

2 Stephenson  Terrace, 


Stoke  Prior. 


Worcester. 


Miss  Hollins, 

40  New  Road, 


Hunnington 

Roinsley. 


Stourbridge. 


They  were  cither  directly  employed  by  the  County  Council 
or  ill  some  cases  by  the  nursing  associations.  The  work  of  the 
health  visitor  has  been,  in  the  past,  mainly  in  connection  with 
child  welfare  and  they  have  visited  the  homes  of  young  children 
and  given  practical  advice  to  the  mothers  on  the  bringing  uj) 
of  their  young  children.  This  work  has  probably  been  the  most 
valuable  contribution  to  the  Public  Health  in  the  last  20  to 
30  years,  and  it  is  reflected  in  the  very  much  improved  physical 
condition  of  children  and  young  x^eople  of  to-day. 

Their  work  is  being  extended  now  to  cover  advice  to  the 
whole  family  in  health  matters,  which  one  feels  will  be  of  con- 
siderable benefit  to  the  community. 

Apart  from  general  home  visiting,  the  health  visitors  deal 
Avith  Tuberculosis.  In  some  cases  they  act  also  as  school  nurse 
and  they  assist  in  the  various  clinics. 

(c)  The  Midwifery  Service.  The  County  Council  provides  a 
Maternity  Service  based  jn’iniarily  on  the  District  Midwife 
who  can,  where  necessary,  call  in  the  services  of  a doctor  when 
required. 

The  County  Council  maintained  Maternity  Homes,  the  ones 
serving  this  district  being  : — 

The  Mary  Stevens  Maternity  HosjAital,  Stourbridge, 

The  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital,  Stourport,  and 
Rigby  Hall  Maternity  Hospital,  Bronisgrove. 

In  some  cases  the  County  employ  Midwives  directly,  and  in 
others  they  make  arrangements  with  the  District  Nursing- 
Association.  They  also  supervise  the  work  of  Midwives  in 
private  practice.  Since  the  5th  July  there  have  been  some 
changes  in  the  Midwifery  service  ; it  is  now  entirely  free  of  cost 
and  a mother  may  employ  the  services  of  her  own  doctor  for 
her  confinement  if  she  so  wishes. 


13 


The  County  Council  provide  Ante-natal  Clinics  at  which 
mothers  are  examined  and  given  advice  both  ante-natally  and 
post-natally,  and  arrangements  are  made  for  their  confinement. 
Since  5th  July  the  Maternity  Hospitals  have  passed  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  though  admission  to  them  has  still 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  as  very 
often  grounds  on  which  admission  is  necessary  are  environmental. 

(d)  School  Health  Services. 

The  County  Council,  as  Education  Authority,  provide  a 
comprehensive  School  Health  Service.  This  consists  of  routine 
periodic  inspection  and  the  arrangement  of  facilities  for  treat- 
ment in  special  Clinics  provided  by  the  County  Council,  for 
example  Ophthalmic,  Orthopaedic,  dental  and  minor  ailments^ 
and  where  necessary  reference  to  a Hospital. 

(e)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Council  provided  a Laboratory  for  the  examina- 
tion of  Clinical  material  (throat-swabs,  sputum,  blood,  etc.),. 
Water,  Milk  and  Food  stuffs. 

Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  a Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  Laboratory 
has  been  provided  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  and 
undertakes  the  Bacteriological  Examinations,  leaving  the 
Chemical  Analyses  to  the  County  Analyst’s  Department.  This 
constitutes  a big  step  forward  in  preventative  medicine,  as  it 
means  that  we  have  the  service  of  a specialist  bacteriologist 
readily  available. 

(f)  Hospital  Services. 

Prior  to  the  5th  July,  Hospitals  were  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  the  District  Council  and  Voluntary  bodies.  Sine(“  that 
date  all  Hospitals  in  the  District  have  passed  to  the  control  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Hospitals  in  the  area  are  as 
follows  : — 

(1)  Infectious  Disease.  Hill  Top  Isolation  Hospital.  Broms- 


grove. 


Hayley  Green  Hosjntal, 
Halesowen. 


Little  Bromwich  Hospital,  Birming- 
ham. 


(2)  Tuberculosis. 


Knightwick  Sanatorium,  and  Hayley 
Green  Sanatorium. 


(3)  Smallpox. 


Worcestershire  County  Council  Small- 
pox Hospital,  Worcester. 
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Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourbridge. 

Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourjiort. 

Rigby  Hall  Maternity  Hospital, 
Bronisgrove. 

The  Bedditch  Maternity  Hospital, 
Redditcli.  (This  latter  is  a Volun- 
tary Hospital  and  is  available  to 
anyone  wishing  to  make  use  of  its 
Sei  vices.  Bees  are  charged  to 
cover  part  of  the  cost.) 

The  Birmingham  Maternity  Hosjjital, 
Birmingham. 

The  Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

The  General  Hospital,  Birmingham, 
and  the  Royal  Infirmary,  W^orcester 

Barnsley  Hall  Mental  Hospital, 
Bronisgrove,  and  Powick  Mental 
Hospital,  Mai  vein. 

The  Bronisgrove  Cottage  Hosjiital, 
The  Smallwood  Hospital,  Redditcli, 
and  the  General  Hospitals,  Birming- 
ham. 

(g)  The  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Service.  (See  Section  F) 
was  provided  joiiitlj^  by  the  Bronisgrove  Rural  District  Council 
and  the  County  Council.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the 
County  Council  became  responsible  for  all  the  Service. 

(h)  The  Ambulance  Service. 

An  ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Hill  To])  Isolation  Hospital 
for  the  conveyance  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease*,  hkir  other 
cases  arrangements  were  made  with  neighbouring  Authorities. 
After  the  oth  July  the  County  Council  became  responsible  for 
providing  an  ambulance  service  for  the  whole  of  the  District. 

(i)  Health  Education. 

The  Council  contributes  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  and  leaflets  and  posters  were  obtained  from  them 
and  were  used  for  display  find  distribution  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  District  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of  the  major 
Infectious  Diseases.  An  increase  in  this  work  is  to  be  e.xpected 
iind  a great  deal  more  of  it  must  be  carried  out  in  co-operati'^n 
with  the  County  Council.  It  would  seem  rea..sonable  that  the 
County  Council  should  be  responsible  for  the  General  Health 
Education,  while  this  Council  remains  responsible  for  giving 
information  in  connection  with  specific  Infectious  Diseases. 


(4)  IMaternity. 


(.5)  Children’s  Diseases. 

(6)  Venereal  Disease. 

(7)  Mental  Illnesses. 

(8)  General. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

During  the  year  great  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  a good 
deal  of  information  whicdi  it  was  felt  your  Health  Department 
should  have  concerning  the  general  sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  District.  This  was  carried  out  particularly  in  connection 
with  the  Eural  Housing  Survey,  which  was  nearly  completed, 
and  in  connection  with  water  supplies.  A detailed  account  of 
the  Sanitary  work  is  given  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
his  report. 

2.  Water  Supply. 

In  general  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  District  are 
supplied  with  a ])iped  water  supply  and  the  tendency  is  to 
extend  this  water  sup])ly  as  far  as  possible  throughout  the 
District.  In  the  more  scattered  areas  wells  are  in  general  use 
and  it  is  obvious  tliat  in  many  cases  it  will  be  totally  uneconomical 
to  supply  piped  water  in  many  of  the  most  sparsely  populated 
parts  of  the  District. 

One  of  the  advantages  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act  will  be  that  in  future  development  will  take  place  in  more 
compact  units  to  which  water  can  be  economically  supplied. 

We  still  have  in  the  District,  however,  some  quite  compactly 
populated  areas  without  a satisfactory  water  supply,  and  every 
effort  must  be  made  in  the  next  few  years  to  provide  such  a 
supply,  but  co-operation  with  the  Planning  Authority  must  be 
sought  in  order  that  money  will  not  be  spent  in  areas  where  no 
further  development  will  be  permitted. 

It  is  worth  while  remembering  that  water  from  wells  serving 
scattered  populations  in  the  country  does  not  constitute  the 
same  menace  to  health  as  does  that  from  wells  serving  more 
compact  areas  of  population. 

The  problem  of  i)roviding  Dairy  Farms  with  a satisfactory 
water  supply  is  acute  as  many  rely  on  water  su])plies  which 
are  far  from  satisfactory,  and  considerable  sums  of  money  will 
have  to  be  spent  to  provide  suitable  water  sup])lies  for  them  if 
we  are  to  rest  assured  that  the  milk  which  is  produced  is  not 
going  to  be  a danger  to  the  Public  Health.  Here  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Worcestersliire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee, 
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I am  sure,  would  be  valuable,  as  their  advice  as  to  the  jirospects 
of  milk  production  on  the  various  farms  under  consideration 
would  be  worth  while  to  avoid  needless  expenditure.  The 
supply  of  water  to  such  farms  could  in  some  places  be  organised 
in  such  a way  that  it  may  also  serve  a number  of  other  xiroperties, 
rendering  it  a more  economical  undertaking. 

The  quantity  and  quality  of  water  in  the  District  varies 
considerably,  the  mains  supply  being  satisfactory,  the  well 
supplies  being,  in  general,  unsatisfactory. 

The  amount  of  routine  sampling  was  considerably  increased 
during  the  year,  and  must  be  increased  even  further  in  order 
that  we  may  have  a complete  iiicture  of  conditions  throughout 
the  District.  Sampling  from  the  mains  was  carried  out  in 
various  parts  of  the  District,  twenty-six  samples  were  taken, 
four  of  which  were  unsatisfactory.  These  were  taken  in 
Belbroughton  and  Clent  and,  following  flushing  of  the  mains, 
satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

Sampling  at  the  source  is  carried  out  by  the  Water  Under- 
takers, specimen  results  are  given  on  next  page  ; they  are  all 
satisfactory. 
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1 

1 

EAST  WORCESTERSHIRE  WATERWORKS 
Fuinj:ing  Station,  Burcot  - 
17th  Decamber.  lii4S. 

CITY  OP  BIRMINGHAM  WATER  DEPARTME 
Prankley  Works — Average  of  54  .Sample  ; diiriii 
the  year. 

STOURBRIDGE  & DISTRICT  WATER  DOAl 
Tack  Pumping  Station  — 

28th  .Tune,  1948. 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  WATERWORKS 

Romsley  Pumping  Station — 

Average  during  the  year. 

BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNC 

Storage  Tank  Inlet 

4th  February,  1048. 

WATER  UNDERTAKINGS. 

Place  and  Date  of  Samples. 

Clear  | 

Clear 

Clear 

Physical  Characters. 

None 

None 

None 

Odoiu’. 

None 

Slight 

Brown 

V.  Slight 
Brown. 

Deposit. 

6.8 

7.2 

7.6 

7.0 

7.9 

pH. 

None 

4.6 

Trace 

Slight 

Trace 

*Solids  in  Suspension 
(Dried  at  100°C). 

24 

27 

50 

*Solids  in  Solution 
(Dried  at  100°C). 

20 

24 

39 

*Solids  in  Solution  after 
Ignition. 

2.0 

0.9  (as 
Chlorine) 

4.2 

3.13 

4.7 

♦Chlorides  Calculated  as  C 
mon  Salt. 

5 

2.1 

6 

48 

3 

♦Hardness  Permanent. 

0 

16 

66 

38 

♦Hardness  Temporary. 

14 

22 

114 

41 

♦ Hardness  Total. 

0.002 

o.too 

1.016 

0.003 

♦ Free  and  Saline  Animoni, 

Trace 

0 

Trace 

Trace 

None 

♦ Nitric  Nigrog?n 
(Nitrates). 

None 

None 

T ra  ce 

None 

♦ Nitrous  Nitrogen 
(Nitrates). 

None 

0.12 

None 

0.12 

0.013 

♦Oxvgen  Absorbed  in  4 
at  27"C. 

None 

None 

None 

♦ Toxic  Metals. 

• 

Bacteriot.ogicwi.  EXAMIN-AT 
No.  of  Colonies  Developii 
upon  Agar. 

4 

( 1 day  at 
.38°C)  5.7 

30 

2 

(a)  In  2 days  at  37°C  per  1 

10 

140 

20 

(b)  In  3 days  at  22°C  per  1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

Coli-Aerogenes  (Presumpti\ 
Coli)  Count,  per  100  c.c, 

1 

The  Supply  of  Water  in  the  parishes  is  as  follows  : 
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There  have  been  extensions  of  mains  during  the  year  as 
follows  : — 

1.  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  3,708  yds. 

2.  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Co.,  2,181  yds. 

3.  South  Staffs.  Water  Co.,  616  yds. 

4.  Stourbridge  and  District  Water  Board,  436  yds. 

Proposed  extensions  of  mains  in  order  of  priority  are  as 
follows  : — 


* Subject  to 
possible 
amendment. 


3.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  main  built-up  areas,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are 
sewered,  about  two-thirds  of  the  total  number  of  houses  being- 
connected  to  sewers.  Sewerage  is  very  closely  linked  with 
water  supply  and,  generally  speaking,  where  there  is  a mains 
water  supply,  sewerage  is  essential.  In  scattered  areas  sewerage 
is  not  practicable  and  reliance  has  to  be  placed  on  some 
conservancy  method.  In  the  case  of  the  better  property, 
cesspools  are  used  where  water  supply  is  available.  In  poorer 
l)roperty  usually  pails  are  in  use.  Generally,  systems  of  sewage 
disposal,  other  than  by  sewerage  and  disposal  in  properly 
constructed  sewage  works,  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory 
from  a health  point  of  view,  and,  therefore,  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  ensure  where  possible  extensions  to  sewers  in  order 
to  serve  the  greatest  possible  niimber  of  properties. 

It  will  be  obvious  that  this  is  not  possible  in  many  parts 
of  the  district,  where  the  cost  of  sewerage  would  be  completely 
j)rohibitive,  and  reliance  must  be  placed  on  other  methods  of 
sewage  disi)osal.  These  can  be  improved  by  the  use  of  a 
cesspool  emptying  service  and  pail  emptying  service. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  more  closely  aggregated  are 
populations  the  greater  will  be  the  danger  from  poor  sewage 
disposal. 

The  main  criterion,  unfortnnately,  which  we  must  adopt  is 
a financial  one,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  show,  in  terms  of 


* 

Priority 

Location. 

— 

Parish. 

1 

1. 

Wildmoor. 

Belbroughton.  ' 

2. 

Holt  End  Village. 

Beoley. 

3. 

Eumbow. 

Clent  & Eomsley.  i 

4. 

Upper  Bentley. 

Bentley  Pauncefoot' 

5. 

Walton  Pool. 

Clent.  1 

6. 

Sharpway  Gate. 

Stoke  Prior.  1 

7. 

Madeley  Heath. 

Belbroughton.  1 

8. 

Croppings  Green. 

Belbroughton.  j 

9. 

Gt.  Dodford  and 

Dodford-with- 

Woodcote. 

Grafton. 

10. 

Lower  House  Lane. 

Tutnall  & Cobley. 
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mouey,  the  value  to  the  coninumity  of  sewage  disposal  systems, 
and  considerable  sums  have  to  be  expended  on  schemes  which 
will  not  show  any  apparent  immediate  return. 


Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  situated  in  the  District  as 
follows  : — 

Alvechurch  - Lye  Bridge. 

Clent  - - Hassell  Lane  \ with  land 

- Horse  Pastun'  j irrigation. 


Cofton  Hackett 


Hagley 
Hunnington 
Stoke  Prior 


Kingswood  Road — Pumping  Station  to 
Birmingham. 

Cofton  Road. 

Sweetpool. 

Jlley  Lane. 

Stoke  Works. 

Finstall — Pumping  Station  to  Broms- 
grove  U.D.C. 


Wythall 


Houndsfield  Lane. 


They  are  all  properly  constructed  plants  and  gave  satisfactory 
service  throughout  the  year. 

Proposed  extensions  of  sewers  are  at  Alvechurch,  Romsley, 
and  Wythall,  and  new  sewerage  schemes  with  the  necessary 
disposal  works  are  proposed  for  Belbroughton  and  Beoley  ; 
it  is  hoped  that  the  work  at  Belbroughton,  the  most  urgent, 
will  begin  in  the  near  future. 


The  Council  provide  a cesspool  emptying  service. 


4.  Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  carried  out  under  the 
direction  of  the  Surveyor’s  Department.  Collection,  as  far  as 
possible,  is  carried  out  fortnightly,  though  this  service  in  such 
an  extensive  district  is  very  difficult  to  maintain  with  a limited 
staff.  Collection  in  the  many  parts  of  the  district  which  are 
semi-urban  in  character  is  a much  bigger  problem  than  it  is 
in  a fully  urbanised  district,  though  it  calls  for  the  same  efficient 
service. 

The  problem  of  collecting  refuse  is  exercising  the  minds  of 
most  authorities  to-day,  as  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
due  to  labour  shortage.  It  is  obviously  one  of  the  least  sought 
after  types  of  work,  and  where  there  is  a general  shortage  of 
labour  it  is  one  of  the  jobs  to  feel  the  shortage  most.  A good 
deal  of  thought  is  being  given  to  the  problem  of  making  the 
most  of  the  labour  available  by  ini])roved  methods  of  collection 
and  transport. 

Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  five  sites,  placed  to 
serve  the  main  aggregations  of  ])opulation  ; they  are  at 
Alvechurch,  Belbroughton,  Hagley,  Stoke  Prior,  and  Wythall. 

No.  of  Bins  of  Refuse  collected  198,745. 

Paper  salvage  63  tons. 


21 


5.  Rivers  Pollution. 

Tlu'  Worcestersliiiv  (bounty  (’ouncil  is  tli(*  liivers  Follution 
1 Mvvc'iition  Authority. 

A|)a.rt  from  sowaov  ])ollution  I do  not  think  it  is  likely 
that  other  ])ollution  takes  place  in  the  District. 

().  Verminous  Conditions. 

This  is  not  a big  problem  in  this  district  and  occasioned 
only  one  or  two  treatments  in  the  year. 

7.  Rodent  Control. 

This  was  carried  out  in  tlie  case  of  agricultural  land  and 
buildings  by  the  Worcestershire  Agricultural  Executive  Com- 
mittee ; in  the  case  of  your  Authority’s  undertakings,  sewage 
wmrks  and  refuse  tips,  and  in  the  case  of  private  properties,  by 
your  Sanitary  Department.  A charge  is  made  for  work  carried 
out  on  private  and  business  premises  to  off-set  the  cost. 

This  is  particularly  important  work,  as  rats  and  mice  are 
the  knowm  vectors  of  a number  of  serious  diseases.  They  also 
cause  considerable  economic  loss  each  year  both  by  the  food 
they  eat  and  the  damage  they  do,  and  on  the  economic  side 
rodent  control  amply  repays  the  money  expended  upon  it. 

8.  Factories. 

The  Council  has  duties  under  the  Factories  Act  Parts  1 and 

8.  One  of  the  duties  is  to  keep  an  up-to-date  register.  During 
the  year  the  register  was  brought  up-to-date  and  now  contains 
six  factories  in  which  non-mechanical  power  is  used,  and 
seventy-five  factories  in  which  mechanical  power  is  used. 
The  necessary  inspections  of  these  factories  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  the  necessary  action  taken  where  breaches 
of  the  Factories  Act  were  discovered. 

There  were  apparently  no  Outworkers  in  the  District  during 
the  year. 

9.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

This  presents  a not  inconsiderable  problem  in  an.  attractive 
rural  district  near  a large  population  centre,  which  is  aggravated 
by  the  present  acute  housing  shortage. 

In  the  first  place  there  is  a considerable  demand  for  huts 
and  caravans  used  for  holidays  and  week-ends,  and  in  the 
second  place  for  huts  and  caravans  for  use  as  permanent 
dwellings. 

Your  Founcil  has  little  control  over  caravans  in  use  for 
holidays  or  week-ends,  as  their  stay  is  usually  within  the 
statutorily  permitted  tiim*.  They  have,  however,  control  over 
caravans  used  for  permanent  dwellings,  as  these  remain  on 
their  sites  beyond  the  time  i)ermitted  under  the  Public  Health 
and  Town  Planning  Acts.  In  the  case  of  huts  and  other 


temporary  struetiires,  the  (’mincil  has  ])ower,s  under  the  Puhlie 
Health  Act  and  Loeal  byelaws  made  under  this  Act.  It  has 
been  necessary  during-  the  year  to  pay  considerable  attention 
to  the  problem  of  })reventing-  the  more  undesirable  type  of 
campino-  from  takinjj  ]dane,  and  while  the  Council  had  every 
sympathy  with  people  in  their  housing  difficullies  in  the  towns, 
they  had  to  bear  in  mind  the  danger  to  the  health  of  tlu' 
l)ermanent  residents  in  the  district  vvdiich  woidd  have  been 
occasionetl  l)y  camping  under  insanitary  conditions.  A very 
common  thing  is  for  a hut  or  caravan  erected  for 
use  at  week-emls  or  during  summer  holidays  to  become  j)erman- 
ently  occu))ied,  and  this,  of  course,  raises  a considerable  sanitary 
objection. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  it  will  be  advisable  for  the  Council 
to  provide  properly  controlled  sites.  These  sites  are  perfectly 
satisfactory  if  under  suitable  control  and  answer  the  relevant 
Planning  and  Public  Health  objections  ; such  a site  is  the 
Camping  Club  Site  at  Itomsley. 

By  a system  of  licensing  and  frequent  inspections  the 
standard  of  the  huts  and  caravans  in  use  in  the  District  has 
been  greatly  raisc'd  and  the  problem  has  been  kept  well  under 
control. 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  connection 
with  Housing  is  carried  out  under  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts,  and  is  of  four  main  branches. 

(1)  The  maintaining  of  dwelling  houses  in  a sanitary  and 

habitable  state. 

(2)  The  demolition  or  closure  of  individual  houses  which  are 

insanitary  and  cannot  be  repaired  at  reasonable  expense. 

(3)  The  clearance  or  re-development  of  areas  where  insanitary 

dwellings  are  congested  (“  slum  clearance  ”). 

(4)  The  prevention  and  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

In  none  of  these  branches  was  satisfactory  progress  possible 
during  1948.  The  problem  remains  as  it  was  in  1947,  and  as 
it  appears  it  will  do  for  a considerable  time.  With  the  rent 
pegged  at  a pre-war  figure,  which  in  many  cases  was  exceedingly 
low  for  the  type  of  property  with  which  we  were  dealing,  and 
with  the  present-day  cost  of  repairs  three  or  four  times  the 
pre-war  cost,  it  is  difficult  from  an  economic  point  of  view'  to 
expect  extensive  repairs  of  property  to  be  carried  out.  This 
is  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that  much  of  the  older  property 
needs  very  extensive  repairs,  as  it  was  w'orn  out  prior  to  the 
war  and  received  no  maintenance  during  the  war.  But  for 
the  housing  shortage,  property  of  this  class  would  be  demolished. 
Therefore,  we  are  often  faced  with  a property  w'hich  is  unsuitable 
for  habitation,  and  which  in  order  to  render  it  suitable  needs 
almost  entirely  rebuilding.  The  difficulty  of  the  Inspectors, 
therefore,  in  ensuring  that  pro])erty  is  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  will  be  appreciated. 

Some  assistance  in  dealing  with  this  problem  will  be  derived 
from  legislation  placed  before  Parliament  recently,  but  the  real 
difficulty  of  the  problem  will,  so  far  as  one  can  see,  be  unaffected. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  building  of  houses  cannot  b(‘  carried 
out  more  rapidly,  as  it  is  the  only  solution  w'hich  one  can  se<* 
wiiich  is  satisfactory.  Even  the  raising  of  rents  would  not 
solve  this  problem,  and,  therefore,  w(‘  must  face  the  fact  that 
many  people  will  have  to  live  under  very  poor  conditions  for 
some  time  to  come. 

During  the  year  five  dwelling  hous(‘S  were  demolished. 
This  is  a figure  wiiich  will  ])resumably  steadily  rise  as  old 
jiroperty  deteriorates  Ix'yond  repair.  Work  on  the  Bural 
Housing  Survey  was  continued  during  the  year.  In  general 
it  seems  to  show  that  the  bulk  of  proiierty  in  the  District  is  of 
a high  standard,  a good  deal  of  it  being  on  new  estates.  The 
big  problem  will  be  that  of  dealing  with  single  unfit  houses. 
From  a quality  point  of  view',  one  can  considiu'  the  district 
w'cll  ])laced. 


No  accurate  estimate  of  overcrowding  can  be  made,  as  this 
\ aries  from  week  to  week,  particularly  in  view  of  the  nearness 
of  Birmingham  and  the  Black  Country  with  their  overspill. 
That  much  overcrowding  does  in  fact  exist  is  shown  by  routini* 
Housing  Inspections  carried  out  for  other  purposes. 

It  is,  therefore,  very  difficult  for  any  estimate  to  be  made  of 
tlu'  amount  of  housing  which  will  be  requin'd  to  abate  the 
overcrowding  in  the  District,  as  it  is  found  in  general  that  when 
overcrowding  is  relieved  in  houses  which  are  near  a large  urban 
area  it  immediately  recurs  from  the  overflow  from  the  urban 
district. 

During  the  year  72  houses  were  built  by  the  local  authority 
and  24  by  i)rivate  enterprise. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  00  houses  were  under  construction. 

The  number  of  a])plicants  for  houses  at  the  end  of  1948  was 
aiq)roximately  79.5. 

Soim*  75  families  Avere  accommodated  in  squatters’  camps. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  during  the  year  shows  a 
very  welcome  incr»*ase  compared  with  the  previous  year 
ami  can  be  considered  quite  an  achievement  for  a rural  district, 
as  in  general  rural  districts  have  come  off  rather  badly  in  the 
allocation  of  licences. 

The  policy  has  been  to  build  houses  giving  a high  standard 
of  accommodation. 

The  ])olicy  dictated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  compelled 
local  authorities  to  concentrate  on  the  building  of  three-bed- 
roomed  type  houses,  by  their  approval  of  this  tyjje  of  house 
and  by  their  licensing  system  based  on  units  and  not  on  accom- 
modation provided. 

5Iany  people  Avould  have  preferred  a smaller  type  house, 
at  a lower  rent,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  high  rents 
nn‘  going  to  create  considerable  hardship  to  many  people : 
more  important,  though,  is  the  aspect  of  numbers  ; it  would 
seem  reasonable  that  a reduction  in  the  size  of  the  houses  built 
Avould  lead  to  an  increase  in  their  numbers  and  this  is  the  more 
important  aspect. 

The  magnitude  of  the  housing  problem  is  only  slowly  becoming 
a])preciated,  as  not  only  have  the  not  inconsiderable  number 
of  people  on  the  waiting  list  to  be  housed,  but  houses  Avill  have 
to  be  provided  to  deal  with  the  rapidly  increasing  population 
and  to  rexAlace  the  increasing  numbers  which  Avill  have  to  be 
4lemolished  : during  the  year,  while  ninety-six  houses  were 
built,  the  population  rose  by  over  sixteen  hundred. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.  Food  Premises. 

Inspection  of  food  premises,  that  is,  where  food  is  prepared, 
stored  or  sold,  is  carried  out  under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1938.  Although  this  Act  was  passed  over  ten  years 
ago,  its  implementation  has  been  very  greatly  retarded  by  the 
war  and  by  the  labour  and  materials  shortage  which  has 
followed  the  war. 

The  handling  of  food  must  be  considered  as  being,  at  present, 
far  from  satisfactory,  and  in  many  cases  both  the  premises  are 
unsuitable  and  the  handlers  untrained.  The  magnitude  of  this 
problem  should  be  appreciated  because  it  is  not  one  which  can 
be  dealt  with  in  a short  time  ; it  needs  considerable  rebuilding* 
of  premises,  considerable  re-equipping  of  premises,  and  consider- 
able education  of  staff.  As  labour  and  material  become  more 
plentiful  it  should  be  possible  to  deal  with  the  former,  and  at 
present  your  Inspectors  make  every  effort  to  ensure  that  the 
best  is  made  of  what  accommodation  is  available. 

The  training  of  food  handlers,  however,  constitutes  the 
major  problem,  and  it  is  generally  agreed  that  this  will  have  to 
be  started  in  the  schools  in  order  that  the  basic  ])rinciples  of 
cleanliness  and  the  care  of  food  are  properly  understood,  and 
become  instinctive  in  food  handlers.  As  the  food  industry  is 
so  enormous,  it  is  obvious  that  continuous  supervision  is 
impossible.  Unfortunately,  very  often  the  food  industry  does 
not  attract  the  best  type  of  worker,  which  means  that  their 
training  will  be  much  harder. 

There  has  been,  in  recent  years,  a considerable  rise  in  the 
incidence  of  Food  Poisoning,  due  to  a variety  of  reasons,  not 
the  least  of  which  must  be  the  communal  provision  of  meals, 
and  supervision  carried  out  by  the  local  authority  will  have  to 
be  increased. 

2.  Meat. 

Slaughter  and  distribution  is  carried  out  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food.  During  the  year  much  of  the  distribution  was  carried 
out  in  unsatisfactory  vehicles,  but  1 am  glad  to  say  that  following 
continuous  ])ressure  by  local  authorities,  the  standard  of  meat 
distribution  has  been  improved  amd  reasonably  well  eqnip])ed 
vans  have  now  been  jirovided  for  its  transport  in  place  of  the 
former  unsuitable  lorries  that  were  used. 

A considerable  amount  of  slaughtering  of  cottagers'  pigs 
is  carried  out  in  the  District,  and,  by  co-operation  with  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  a pro]K)rtion  of  it  is  the  subject  of  inspection 
by  the  Sanitary  Insnectors,  who  do  their  best  to  see  that  a 
humane  killer  is  used,  though,  of  course,  it  is  not  possible  for 
them  to  be  present  at  every  slaughtei’ing. 


3.  Milk. 

There  were  251  dairy  farms  registered  in  the  district  in 
1948,  a decrease  of  two  on  the  previous  year,  and  the  number 
of  milking  cows  was  3,012,  a slightly  lower  number  than  that  of 
the  ])revious  year. 

There  were  39  producers  of  T.T.  milk,  13  more  than  in  1947, 
38  producers  of  Accredited  Milk,  two  less  than  in  1947,  and  two 
dairymen  held  Pasteurising  licences. 

Much  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  District  is  presumably 
retailed  from  dairies  in  the  surrounding  towns  and,  as  the 
bulk  of  the  milk  now  sold  in  the  surrounding  towns  is  designated, 
one  can  presume  that  most  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  Rural 
District  is  Designated  Milk,  raw  milk  forming  only  a small 
portion  of  that  consumed. 

Unfortunately,  milk,  while  being  a very  good  food,  suffers 
from  the  drawback  that  it  is  an  excellent  culture-medium  for 
bacteria  causing  human  disease,  a good  deal  of  which  can  be 
traced  to  its  consumption. 

Careful  investigations  have  failed  to  demonstrate  any 
deleterious  effect  to  the  milk  caused  by  Pasteurisation,  and 
it  is,  therefore,  unfortunate  that  a larger  proportion  of  the 
milk  consumed  is  not  Pasteurised,  as  this  is  the  only  method 
by  wliich  we  can  be  sure  that  it  is  safe  to  drink. 

The  plan  of  the  IVlinistries  of  Health  and  Food  to  limit  the 
sale  of  milk  in  the  future,  in  areas  gradually  covering  the  whole 
country,  to  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Pasteurised  milk,  is  a step 
in  the  right  direction  and  we  should  hope,  as  a health  authority, 
that  the  proportion  of  it  which  is  subjected  to  Pasteurisation 
increases  until  one  hundred  per  cent  is  reached,  as  even 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  may  still  be  infected  with  organisms 
causing  disease. 

A good  deal  of  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  past 
twenty  years  by  local  authorities,  in  raising  the  standard  of 
milk  ])roduction.  This  has  been  an  exceedingly  difficult  job 
for  three  reasons — firstly,  the  large  number  of  diseased  cattle  ; 
seeondlj'^,  the  extensive  amount  of  unsatisfactory  farm  premises  ; 
and,  thirdly,  the  tack  of  money  in  the  farming  industry. 

Since  the  waa’  the  tem]jo  of  this  work  has  greatly  increased 
owing  to  the  ])rospei'ity  of  fa,rming  and  the  increased  demand 
for  milk,  and  we  are  rapidly  reaching  the  stage  when  the  goal 
of  the  sale  of  Designated  Milk  only  is  in  sight. 

This  is  of  inter(‘st  as  1948  will  be  the  last  full  year  in  which 
Local  Authorities  will  be  concerned  with  the  production  of 
milk.  This  function  will  be  in  future  the  responsibility  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and,  for  its  exercise,  a costly  inspectorial 
service  has  been  established.  This  cannot  but  strike  one  as 
remarkable  in  view  of  the  constant  exhortations  to  Local 


Autliorities  to  economise  in  every  way  possible,  and  it  can  be 
little  encouragement  to  them  to  do  so  when,  now  that  the  task 
is  nearly  complete,  it  is  proposed  to  lavish  expenditure  on  it. 

4.  Ice  Cream. 

It  has  been  recognised  that  ice  cream  constitutes  a likely 
vehicle  for  the  transmission  of  disease,  particularly  as  there 
appears  to  be  an  almost  unlimited  demand  for  it,  it  is  a constant 
inducement  to  the  less  public-minded  producer  to  maintain 
not  too  high  a standard.  Therefore  a considerable  amount  of 
thought  has  been  given  to  increasing  the  purity  of  ice  cream, 
though  its  composition  remains  uncontrolled. 

For  this  purpose  it  is  necessary  for  every  person  who 
manufactures  or  sells  ice  cream  to  have  his  premises  registered, 
and  for  him  to  display  on  any  vehicle  or  basket  from  which  he 
is  selling  ice  cream  his  name  and  address.  Your  Inspectors, 
during  the  year,  took  frequent  samples  of  ice  cream  and  sub- 
mitted them  to  the  Bacteriologist  for  examination.  These 
samples  were  put  into  a series  of  four  provisional  grades.  Two- 
thirds  fell  in  the  first  grade,  which  proportion  will  ])robably 
increase  as  time  goes  on.  A lower  grade  does  not  necessarily 
mean  that  the  ice  cream  is  dangerous  to  consume,  but  that  it 
has  been  liable  to  contamination  in  its  production  or  storage. 

One  cannot  stress  too  greatly  the  value  of  members  of  the 
public  reporting  to  the  Health  Department  cases  where  they 
have  any  doubt  of  the  purity  of  the  ice  cream. 

5.  Other  Foods. 

Your  Inspectors  examined,  from  time  to  time,  a variety 
of  other  foods,  the  consumption  of  which  might  be  injurious 
to  health,  and  during  the  year  some  2,710  lbs.  of  various  foods 
were  condemned  and  surrendered. 

In  view  of  the  increase  in  food  poisoning,  everyone  should 
be  encouraged  to  report  to  the  Health  Authority  any  instance 
where  he  feels  that  food  is  unfit  for  consumption,  as  this  will 
undoubtedly  tend  to  give  the  Authority  a chance  of  reducing 
the  danger  of  its  consumption.  Only  too  often  when  investiga- 
ting a case  of  food  poisoning  is  one  told  that  the  eater  suspected 
the  food  before  eating  it.  In  many  cases,  if  this  food  were 
brought  to  the  Health  Department,  and,  if  necessary,  condemned, 
it  could  be  replaced  by  the  dealer. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  ANT)  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS- 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Disease  1948> 


DISEASE. 

1 

Corrected 

Notifications 

Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

i Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

36 

14 

— 

Measles 

147 

— 

— ! 

Whooping  Cough 

84 

1 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— ■ 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— i 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 i 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 1 

Encephalitis 

— 

1 

1 

I Acute  Pneumonia  . 

17 

3 

11 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neona- 

2 

— 

1 

torum 



— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

290 

21 

14 

The  figures  given  in  the  Table  are  for  corrected  notifications, 
i.e.  confirmed  cases  of  disease.  The  figure  for  deaths  from 
Pneumonia  is  not  relatable  to  the  figure  for  notifications  ; 
pneumonia  is  not  infrequently  entered  as  the  cause  of  death  in 
cases  where  there  has  been  no  notification. 

Smallpox- 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  we  must  continue 
our  vigilance,  as  the  import  of  Smallpox  by  people  travelling  by 
air  from  countries  where  it  is  prevalent  is  always  a possibility, 
and  we  must  strive  to  inaintain  a high  state  of  vaccination  in 
the  community. 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  there  were  no  cases  of 
Diphtheria  notified. 

Diphtheria  is  now  becoming  a clinical  curiosity,  and  its 
absence  demonstrates  clearly  the  value  of  diphtheria  immunisa- 
tion when  one  considers  that  pre-war  an  average  of  12  cases  a 
year  were  notified.  When  one  considers  that  all  these  cases 
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would  be  treated  in  hospitals  over  many  weeks,  it  is  obvious 
that  apart  from  the  saving  in  lives  and  suffering,  the  financial 
saving  by  the  use  of  immunisation  must  be  considerable. 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a course  of  immunisa- 
tion during  the  year  1948  was  as  follows  : — 

1‘rimary  Immunisation — 


Under  5 years  old 

201 

5 — 14  years  old 

30 

291 

Reinforcing  (“  Booster”) 

Injection 

273 

The  “ immunisation  ” state  of  children  in  the  Rural  District 
on  the  31st  December,  1948,  was  as  follows  : — 


Age 

0 -1 

1 -2 

2-3 

3—1 

1—5 



5-0  lO-lo 

Total 

Number  Immun- 
ised 

15 

186 

232 

220 

187 

1310  1174 

3324 

Related  No.  of 
Children 
(Approx.) 

2472 

3044 

6416 

% Immunised 

34% 

52% 

The  comparable  percentage  figures  on  31st  December,  1947, 
were  : — 


Oolmmuniscd 

20.8% 

64.7% 

Oi.l  /o 

As  children  are  not  normally  immunised  until  they  reach 
the  age  of  approximately  ten  months,  the  maximum  possible 
percentage  in  the  pre-school  children  is  a little  over  eighty. 

The  percentage  of  pre-school  children  shows  a very  welcome 
increase  during  the  year,  though  it  appears  to  be  by  no  means 
satisfactory,  but  investigation  by  sampling  of  groups  of  children 
shows  that  the  great  majority  of  children  in  the  district  are 
in  fact  now  protected  by  immunisation.  The  discrepancy  is 
due  presumably  to  a considerable  amount  of  immunisation  by 
private  doctors  which  was  not  recorded  by  the  local  authority 
and  the  immunisation  of  children  outside  the  District  for  whom 
no  records  were  obtained. 

After  July  5th  the  service  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  was 
taken  over  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  under  the 
National  Service  Act. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Thirty-six  cases  notified  is  an  increase  on  the  previous  year, 
but  Scarlet  Fever  appears  to  be  coming  a much  less  severe 
disease  ; indeed,  it  is  not  the  usual  thing  to  remove  a case  to 
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hospital  unless  honu*  circumstancos  are  such  that  treatment 
<*annot  be  carried  out  satisfactorily  at  home. 

As  Scarlet  Fever  consists  of  sore  tliroat  plus  a rasli,  and  as 
the  disease  becomes  less  s(‘vere  the  rash  becomes  less  marked, 
it  is  often  not  ai)])arent  or  observed.  The  true  incidenc<‘ 
of  Scarlet  Fevei'  in  tin*  communijy  is,  therefon*,  difficult  to 
ascertain,  but  it  is  not  tliouj^lit  to  be  less  than  in  former  times. 
The  bio-  (dianoe  which  lias  taken  ])lace  in  Scarlet  Fever  has 
been  the  changi*  from  a S(‘vere  to  a mild  disease.  As  j)robably 
so  many  vtuy  mild  cases  occur,  and  it  is  very  easy  to  recover 
the  oro-anisms  from  the  throats  of  chihlnm  and  adults  in  the 
community  at  laro-e,  ])reventative  measures  have  been  g-reatly 
relaxed  dnrino-  the  past  few  years.  The  complications  caused 
by  the  causative  organism  are  still  fairly  common.  The 
commonest  one  is  middle-ear  infection,  and  one  cannot  stress 
too  greatly  the  importance  of  parents  taking  their  children  for 
treatment  whenever  there  arc  any  signs  of  a discharge  from 
the  ear. 

Measles. 

The  amount  of  Measles  was  a good  deal  less  than  in  1947. 
Measles  appears  to  be  again  assuming  its  pre-war  character 
of  a high  incidence  in  alternate  years.  It  must  be  regarded  as 
.a  serious  infection  owing  to  the  complications  that  may  arise. 

Whodping  Cough. 

There  was  a rise  in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  during 
the  year.  It  also  must  be  regarded  as  a serious  illness,  due  to 
the  complications  which  may  follow  it.  Fortunately,  trials 
with  the  Whooping  Cough  Vaccine  are  showing  that  the  vaccine 
affords  a considerable  protection  and  it  is  being  increasingly 
brought  into  use.  This,  before  long,  should  show  a decreasing 
incidence. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  is  notifiable  to  the  District  Council  and  a 
Kegister  of  Tuberculosis  sufferers  is  kept.  Officers  of  the 
Health  Department  visit  to  give  what  advice  they  can  with 
regard  to  housing. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  a Tuberculosis  service  and  a Tuberculosis  Visitor 
visits  the  home  to  advise  as  to  measures  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  of  eight  cases  on  the 
register  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  of  one  case  of  non- 
pulmonary,  bringing  the  total  to  134.  This  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  must  be  viewed  with  the  very  gravest  disquiet, 
as  it  shows  that  the  expected  post-war  fall  in  the  incidence  of 
the  disease  is  not  taking  ]>lace.  Tuberculosis  must  now  con- 
stitute the  major  problem  of  Public  Health,  and  in  view  of  the 
<*normous  amount  of  sickness  and  economic  loss,  considerable 
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attention  will  have  to  be  paid  to  solving  it.  The  problem  of 
Tuberculosis  is  greatly  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  it  is  a long' 
chronic  illness  occurring  in  many  cases  in  young  adults  and 
causing  considerable  economic  loss  and  distrc'ss,  and  it  requires 
extensive,  expensive  and  prolonged  treatment,  which  with  the 
present  nursing  shortage  is  very  difficult  to  provide.  Also  it 
has  a high  case  fatality  rata. 

It  is  possible  that  the  major  factors  of  the  continuance  in 
this  high  incidence  are  : Firstly,  lack  of  hospital  facilities, 
which  means  that  many  cases  do  not  receive  the  treatment 
they  require  and  are  often  left  in  their  overcrowded  homes  to 
spread  the  disease  to  other  people  ; and,  secondly,  the  poor 
housing  position  which  continues  to  obtain,  which  means  that 
many  cases  of  Tuberculosis  continue  to  live  in  overcrowded 
conditions  which  are  favourable  to  the  spread  of  Tuberculosis- 
One  cannot  but  feel  that  if  adequate  sanatorium  accommodation 
were  forthcoming  and  if  the  housing  situation  could  be  improved, 
the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  would  begin  to  fall  again. 


Tuberculosis — Incidence  and  Mortality  during  1948. 
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The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Eegister  at  December,  1948. 
was  as  follows  : — 


i 

F. 

TOTAL. 

1 

Pulmonary 

53 

48 

101 

Non-pulmonary 

16 

17 

33 

Total 

69 

65 

THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


TO  THE  rilAlKMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BROMSGHOVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  ('hairman.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I liavc  ])lRasur(‘  in  presenting  my  Report  for  1948, 
I'roin  wliieli  it  will  be  noted  that  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  many  and  varied  duties  which  come  within  the  purview 
of  the  Health  De])artment. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  the 
l)reliminary  survey  of  houses  called  for  under  the  Hobhouse 
Report,  and  this  was  practically  completed  during  the  year. 
It  has  so  far  revealed  the  need  for  houses  to  abate  the  over- 
crowding which  has  arisen  throughout  the  country  in  the 
post-war  years. 

The  work  of  issuing  Licences  for  housing  repairs — other  than 
new  work  -has  enabled  us  to  supervise  these  improvements, 
and  much  useful  work  has  been  done  to  a considerable  number 
of  houses. 

The  number  of  water  samples  taken  reveal  that  this  important 
aspect  of  Public  Health  work  has  been  kept  under  close 
observation,  as  also  has  the  production  and  sale  of  milk  and 
the  mannfactun*  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

I am  indebted  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  N. 
Raster,  for  his  help  in  many  Avays,  and  also  to  my  staff  who 
have  worked  well  as  a team. 

In  concluding,  I would  like  to  record  my  warm  appreciation 
to  Mrs.  Hugh  Dixon  Avho,  as  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee, 
has  helped  in  no  small  measure  to  make  this  a happy  year  of 
.service. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PEARSON  P.  CHAMINGS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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COMPLAINTS. 


A total  of  265  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  1948, 
all  of  which  were  investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  figures  are  given  in  accordance  with  Article- 
27  (18)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside  London)  Regulations 
1935 

The  numbers  and  nature  of  Inspections  made  during  the 


year  : — 

Houses  inspected 

249' 

No.  of  inspections  of  houses 

324 

Inspections  under  Housing  Regulations  . 

— 

Visits  re  Complaints  and  Nuisances 

477 

Visits  re  Notifiable  Diseases 

82- 

Knackers’  Yard 

21 

Slaughter  of  Pigs  on  Private  Premises  ... 

65- 

Milk  and  Dairies 

4.53 

Piggeries 

87 

Bakehouses 

9 

Schools 

10 

Factories  and  Workshops  .... 

1.39 

Outworkers’  Premises 

7 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

.384 

Water  Supply 

414 

Works  in  Progress  .... 

439 

Drainage 

.526- 

Shops,  etc.  (re  unfit  food) 

55 

Visits  to  Shops 

159 

Rodent  Control 

46- 

Outside  Interviews  .... 

.325- 

Building  Licences 

635 

Verminous  Premises 

21 

Dangerous  Structures 

8- 

Miscellaneous 

457 

In  addition,  a considerable  number  of 

visits  were  made  in 

connection  with  the  Rural  Survey,  which  was  concluded  early 
in  1949. 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  informal  Notices  served 
during  the  year  ....  . ..  .•••  . 95 
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HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  (luring  the  year: — 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defends  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  249 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  324 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  insi)ected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Kegulations  1925  and  1932  — 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  — 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelUng-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  16 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  not 
found  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  156 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ....  ....  ....  95 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — - 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  informal  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing defects  to  be  remedied.  ..  ....  ....  93 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.  ..  — 
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(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-liouses  in  resxjcct  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-liouses  demolished  in 

l)ursuanee  of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  5 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : - 

(i)  Number  of  seiiarate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  ....  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

It  is  not  possible  to  supply  accurate  figures  for  overcrowding 
in  the  district. 

General. 

No  demolition  order  was  made  durmg  the  year. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  issue  any  statutory  notices 
for  the  repair  of  houses,  as  in  almost  all  cases  an  informal 
letter,  if  necessary  followed  by  the  threat  of  formal  action,  was 
successful  in  securing  the  carrying  out  of  the  rej^airs  required. 

Inspection  of  premises  after  application  for  building  licences 
(in  respect  of  property  where  no  plans  had  to  be  submitted) 
entailed  a considerable  number  of  visits,  but  enabled  siijoervision 
of  essential  work  to  be  carried  ont. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

Owing  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  large  industrial  area  of 
Birmingham  and  the  Black  Country,  your  district  has  liresented 
a pleasant  escape  to  many  of  the  people  who  live  and  work  in 
unpleasant  and  drab  surroundings,  and  many  have  obtained 
huts  and  caravans  which  they  use  at  week-ends  and  holiday 
times. 

The  many  applications  received  reveal  the  need  for  properly 
■ controlled  official  sites,  and  the  Council  will  be  rendering  a 
jjublic  service  by  making  available  such  sites  on  approved 
positions. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  of  my  staff  and  myself  has 
been  devoted  to  controlling  caravans,  etc.,  and  seeing  that 
there  is  compliance  with  the  Publie  Health  Act  and  the  Council’s 
Byelaws. 

The  large  site  at  Komsley  operated  by  the  Camping  Club 
of  Great  Britain  is  a model  of  how  a site  should  be  controlled, 
and  is  always  a pleasure  to  visit. 
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Twelve  site  licences  and  fifty  individual  licences  to  station 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  were  in  force  dnrinfi'  the  year.  Sonn^ 
three  hundred  of  these  structures  ar(‘  statioiK'd  in  various 
places  throujjhont  the  district,  the  jiTeatest  aggreg'ation  being 
at  Hagley. 

Those  in  full-time  occupation  are  mainly  used  by  persons 
unable  to  find  housing  accommodation.  By  licensing  and 
inspection  the  general  condition  of  all  sites  is  satisfactory  and 
the  influx  of  holiday-makers  has  fortunately  not  assumed  the 
proportions  that  is  experienced  in  other  parts  of  the  county. 

There  are  no  hopfields  in  the  District,  and  only  one  place 
where  fruit  pickers  are  accommodated.  The  conditions  under 
which  Messrs.  T.  & M.  Dixon  have  accommodated  their  fruit 
pickers— chiefly  school  parties — have  been  to  the  full  satisfaction 
of  the  Department. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk. 

Routine  visits  to  Farms  and  Dairies  have  resulted  in  many 
improvements  being  carried  out. 

There  are  251  farms  in  the  area  and  453  visits  were  made. 
The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1936-46. 

The  following  licences  (including  supplementary  licences) 
were  issued  during  the  year  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

(1)  Bottling  ....  5 (2)  Distribution  ....  10 

Accredited  Milk  : 

(1)  Bottling  ....  2 (2)  Distribution  ....  — 

Pasteurised  Milk  : 

(1 ) Pasteuring  Plants  2 (2)  Retail  distributors  ....  6 

One  of  the  holders  of  a hcence  for  Pasteurising  milk  discon- 
tinued during  the  year. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  taken  and 
twenty-three  were  satisfactory. 

Twenty-seven  samples  of  milk  examined  for  adulteration 
were  all  found  genuine. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

There  is  no  Centralized  Slaughterhouse  in  the  District. 

Ins])ection  of  meat  was  confined  to  cottagers’  pigs,  65  of 
which  were  examined.  Routine  inspection  was  carried  out  of 
food  premises  and  premises  of  all  new  apphcants  for  catering- 
licences,  etc.,  were  visited  and  approved  prior  to  the  issue  of 
the  licences  by  the  Food  Office. 

A total  of  2,710  lbs.  of  foodstuffs  of  varying  kinds  was 
condemned  and  surrendered  during  the  year. 
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Ice  Cream. 

Tlu‘  IoIhI  iiuiiib(‘r  of  rc'f'i.sl  nil  ions  in  force  for  premises  for 
tlu‘  nuimifaeture  of  ice  cream  was  15,  and  for  retail  sale  only 
was  l*-l. 

Sixty-fonr  samjiles  w(*r(‘  snbmitted  dnrin"'  the  year  for 
bacterioloo'ical  and  chemical  examination. 

The  resnlts  of  the  bacteriological  samples  were  as  follows  : — 

Provisional  Grade  1 . , . ..  43  Satisfactory. 

3 ....  ....  ■ 7 

3 13  Fair. 

4 ...  . 1 Unsatisfactory. 

Chemically  5 of  the  samples  contained  less  than  1%  of  Fat, 
4.7  between  1%  and  5.9%,  and  12  with  6%  or  over. 

/ 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

New  drainage  to  existing  houses  was  provided  in  bl  cases, 
38  being  to  the  sewer  and  at  23  properties  cesspools  were 
provided.  At  a further  12  premises  the  drains  were  repaired. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  as  a result  of  the  Public  Inquiry 
held  in  October,  1948,  sanction  has  been  obtained  for  the 
provision  of  Sewers  and  Sewerage  Works  for  the  Village  of 
Belbroughton. 

The  need  for  Sewer  extensions  at  Three  Oaks  Road,  Wythall, 
and  Baccabox  Lane,  Wythall,  Barkers  Lane  and  Gorsey  Lane, 
Wythall,  and  Hopwood,  Alvechurch  Parish  ; together  with  a 
scheme  for  Fairfield,  Belbroughton  Parish,  are  very  urgent, 
and  I feel  that  attention  must  be  drawn  thereto  on  every  possible 
occasion. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT. 

Under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Aet  1933,  eleven  licences 
were  renewed,  and  five  new  licences  were  issued.  Humane 
Killers  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  on  private  premises  are  now  in 
general  use. 

WATER  -SUPPLIES. 

Twenty-six  samples  of  mains  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  twenty-two  were  satisfactory,  but 
in  4 cases  the  bacteriological  count  was  higher  than  normal  for 
the  supply.  The  mains  were  flushed  and  subsequent  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

All  the  eighteen  samples  of  main  water  for  chemical  examina- 
tion were  satisfactory. 

Forty-nine  samples  of  water  from  private  wells  were  sub- 
mitted for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination,  and  of 
these  31  were  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory. 

(If  the  eight  samples  of  s])ring  water  taken,  six  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 


A total  of  0,941  yards  of  new  main  was  laid  by  the  various 
\Vater  Uiidertakiiifis  within  tlu*  District  durino:  flu*  y(‘ar. 

I would  emphasise  the  need  for  pressing  forward  with  the 
priority  schemes  which  have  been  considered  by  the  f’onneil 
from  time  to  time. 


DISINFESTATION. 

Five  premises  found  to  be  infested  with  fleas  wen*  disinfested 
and  five  cases  of  fly  infestation  were  also  treated. 

All  the  Council  refuse  tips  were  i)eriodically  treated  for  flies 
and  crickets  where  necessary. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

A full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  emi)loyed.  A total  of 
136  premises  infested  with  rats  were  successfully  treated  and  a 
survey  of  most  of  the  District  was  carried  out. 

Test  baiting  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out,  but  no  infestation 
was  discovered. 

Periodic  inspection  and  treatments  of  the  refuse  tips  and 
sewage  works  was  carried  out  throughout  the  year,  a total  of 
35  infestations  being  dealt  with. 

It  can  be  confidently  stated  that,  as  the  result  of  the  work 
that  has  been  carried  out  both  on  Council  Undertakings  and  at 
private  and  business  premises,  no  serious  cases  of  infestation 
Avere  known  to  exist  at  the  end  of  1948. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937. 


Number  of 

PREiMISES. 

Number  on 
Register. 
(3) 

Inspec 

tions. 

(4) 

Written 

Notices. 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(6) 

(1 ) Pactorie.s  in  whicli  .Sections 
1,  2,  S,  4 and  fi  are  to  l)e 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

(i 

11 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  wliicli  .Section  7 is 
enforced  by  tlie  Local 
Authority. 

75 

12S 

2 

(3)  other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Jjocal  Autbority 

(excluding  out-workers' 
premises) 

1 

i 

TOTAL 

SI 

13!l 

2 

— 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 1 

were 

instituted. 
(7)  1 

Referred  : 

I'AirncuT.AUs. 

(1) 

Found 

Cl) 

Homed  ied 

(4) 

To 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

(5) 

By 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

(6) 

Want  of  CleanlinesH  (H.l) 



. 

■ 

Overcrowding  (8.2) 

■ - 

- - 

— 



Unreasonable  tP7Tii)era- 
ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  Ventilation 
(S.4) 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 
Floor.s  (S.(5) 

Sanitarv  Conveniences 
(8.7)  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

2 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

1 

1 

other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

TOTAL 

5 

4 

— 

2 

— 

Two  Certificates  of  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  were 
issued  during  the  year. 
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